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City eyes expert on homelessness 


Austin City Council 
weighs $95K contract 
for consulting services 


By Mark D. Wilson 
mwilson@statesman.com 


The former head of the 
U.S. Interagency Council 
on Homelessness who was 
booted from his post by the 
Trump administration in 


November may be tapped to 
help address ongoing efforts 
to end homelessness in Austin. 

Matthew Doherty, who led 
the Council on Homelessness 
from 2015 through November 
2019, oversaw the work of 19 
federal agencies tasked with 
preventing homelessness 
throughout the United States, 
city documents show. 

The Austin City Council next 


week will vote 
on a $95,000 
contract for 
consult - 
ing services 
for Doherty 
through 
September. 
“As part of the city’s holistic 
and community wide approach 
to preventing and ending 
homelessness, we’re engaging 


Doherty 


with nationally recognized 
experts,” said Assistant City 
Manager Chris Shorter. “To 
that end, we are pleased 
to bring forward for City 
Council’s consideration a 
contract with Mr. Matthew 
Doherty. Mr. Doherty’s expe- 
rience and leadership will be 
a key component to helping 
Austin end homelessness.” 
In previous roles, Doherty 


served as the King County 
Housing Authority assistant 
director of resident services 
and as San Diego Housing 
Commission’s assistant 
manager. He also was the 
director of the Corporation 
for Supporting Housing, a 
consulting group, prior to his 
national agency roles. 


See EXPERT, A8 


SENATE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 


UT police 
to beef up 


Bolton report 


et on 


pressures GOP 


security 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell arrives at the U.S. Capitol on Monday to continue the impeachment trial of President Donald 
Trump on charges of abuse of power and obstruction of Congress. [PATRICK SEMANSKY/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


Claims from upcoming 
book could undercut 
defense argument 


By Eric Tucker, Zeke 
Miller and Lisa Mascaro 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
Senators faced mounting 
pressure Monday to summon 


John Bolton to testify at 
President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial even as 
Trump’s lawyers brushed 
past extraordinary new 
allegations from Trump’s 
former national security 
adviser and focused instead 
on disputed facts and histor- 
ical arguments for acquittal. 

Outside the Senate 


chamber, Republicans 
grappled with claims ina 
forthcoming book from 
Bolton that undercut a key 
defense argument — that 
Trump never tied withhold- 
ing military aid to Ukraine to 
his demand that the country 
help investigate political 
rival Joe Biden. 

In the trial itself, Trump’s 


attorneys declared anew 
that no witness has testi- 
fied to direct knowledge 
that Trump’s delivery of aid 
was contingent on investiga- 
tions into Democrats though 
Bolton appeared poised to 
say exactly that if summoned 
by the Senate. 


See TRIAL, A5 


Congressman reflects on a whipsaw week 


Rep. Bill Flores 
laments partisan 
politics, but cherishes 
a Hawaii high note 


By Maria Recio 
American-Statesman 
Correspondent 


WASHINGTON — It was 
a Dickensian week — “the 
best of times, the worst of 


times” — for U.S. Rep. Bill 
Flores, R-Bryan. 

On Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, he was at Pearl Harbor 
in Hawaii for the naming of 
an aircraft carrier in honor 
of Doris “Dorie” Miller, 
a hero of the Japanese 
attack who, because he 
was African American, 
was initially deprived official 
recognition for his contribu- 


tions. Miller 
is a hero 
of Flores’, 
and he was 
from Waco, 
in the 17th 
Congressional 
District that 
Flores has represented for 
nine years. 

Tuesday and for the rest of 
the week, the U.S. Senate was 


consumed with the impeach- 
ment trial of President 
Donald Trump on charges 
approved by the House that 
Flores had opposed as “raw 
partisan politics.” 

“They represent the 
extremes of what you see in 
Washington today,” Flores 
toldthe American- Statesman. 


See FLORES, A5 


After two students were 
injured in a stabbing, UT 
president seeks funding 
to improve safety 


By Lara Korte 
lkorte@statesman.com 


After a violent incident 
left two University of Texas 
students injured last week, 
UT police said they will work 
to boost security in West 
Campus and other areas 
immediately surrounding the 
university. 

On Monday, UT Police 
Chief David Carter told 
reporters the proposal is still 
in the preliminary stages, 
but said police are working 
with UT President Gregory 
L. Fenves to develop a plan to 
improve safety. 

While it’s too early to know 
how much it will cost or what 
exactly it will entail, Carter 
said, the department is gen- 
erally looking to add more 
officers to the West Campus 
neighborhood and develop a 
security camera network sim- 
ilar to the city’s High Activity 
Location Observation, or 
HALO, program. 

While West Campus and 
surrounding areas have been 
a concern for years, recent 
events have thrust student 
safety into the spotlight. 


See SECURITY, A6 
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